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	Introduction



Turkey and Somalia enjoy relations, dating back to the Ottoman Empire period. The Turkish Embassy in Mogadishu, which had been inaugurated in 1979, closed down in 1991 due to the outbreak of the civil war. Since its reopening in November 2011, Turkish Embassy has been operating outside the secure zone. Turkey, in June 2014, opened a Consulate General in Hargeisa (Somaliland) as well.

H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, President of the Republic of Turkey, then-Prime Minister, paid an important visit to Somalia for drawing the attention of the international community to the appalling drought disaster that affected Somalia in 2011 and demonstrating our solidarity with the people of the country. 

Following this visit, Turkey launched its largest ever humanitarian aid campaign abroad. Turkish government agencies, such as Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA), and the Turkish Red Crescent, as well as Turkish non-governmental organizations took part in the campaign. 

Since then, the official Turkish humanitarian and development aid provided to Somalia has reached 370 million US Dollars. According TIKA records of 2013, 16 Turkish non-governmental organizations were active on the ground, alongside the governmental agencies in Somalia. Although their numbers have decreased over time, these agencies are still providing substantial humanitarian and development aid to the country. In this context, together with the contributions of the Turkish NGOs, Turkey's total aid to Somalia reached half a billion Dollars.

Turkey's aid, ranging from education, health, transport, agriculture, infrastructure and security fields, contributes extensively to reconstruction process in Somalia, which lacks institutional capacity and is in need of all kinds of support for re-building of its infrastructure. In this sense, Somalia has taken a significant share in the official development assistance of Turkey, which is provided to sub-Saharan countries. 

Table -1

Source: OECD
Turkey’s policy in Somalia so far is based on an inclusive and multi-dimensional strategy as indicated below: 

· Reintegrating Somalia into the international community,

· Contributing comprehensively to humanitarian aid efforts, 

· Realizing long-term development projects for rebuilding the infrastructure, 

· Providing support to political reconciliation process in the country, 

· Helping to improve the security environment by providing support to Somali security forces. 

In short, the main feature of Turkey's integrated strategy in Somalia is that all dimensions are carried out simultaneously, acknowledging that there is an interdependence among these elements. 

In this context, Turkey provides substantial aid to Somalia in line with the priorities of Working Groups based on State and Peace-Building (PSGs) Goals, created to ensure the sectorial coordination of international aid in "Somalia Compact" based on “New Deal” process. Turkey’s contributions are highlighted in the following sections in accordance with the priorities of each working group.


 
	PSG1 - Inclusive Politics



	Priority: Advance inclusive political dialogue to clarify and settle relations between the FGS and existing and emerging administrations and initiate processes of social reconciliation to restore trust between communities.



The first priority of the PSG1 has been identified as the formation of the government in Somalia. To achieve this objective, efforts must be exerted for the establishment of inclusive political dialogue mechanisms, national reconciliation, mediation and settlement of disputes through peaceful means. 

In this context, Turkey assumed a role as a facilitator in the negotiations between the Federal Government of Somalia and Somaliland, which unilaterally declared its independence in 1991. Three rounds of negotiations took place between the Parties in Turkey in April and July 2013 and January 2014. Turkish Government has appointed a Special Envoy, in line with the expectations of both Parties, in order to assume a more effective role in the process and to give new impetus to the negotiations.

Turkey recognizes that the evenly distribution of aid and technical cooperation across the country will contribute to the establishment of national consensus and the settlement of enduring problems from the past. In this context, for addressing the development and opportunity inequalities between the regions, Turkey provides support for capacity building, education and health services across the country. TIKA undertakes the effort to contribute to the construction, renovation and refurbishment of public health and education facilities throughout Somalia, including Somaliland.

	Priority: Prepare for and hold credible elections by 2016



Somalia is in the course of holding general elections this year. In the process leading up to the elections, capacity building of relevant Somali authorities and experience sharing is essential for the security and orderly realization of the elections. 

In this regard, a delegation of nine members, headed by Ms. Halimo Ismail Ibrahim, President of Somalia National Independent Electoral Commission (NIEC) visited Turkey between 30 October and 6 November 2015 for experience sharing and capacity building. The delegation also had the chance to observe the Turkish general elections held on 1 November 2015. 

During the visit, the NIEC delegation was briefed by the Supreme Electoral Council about regulations, security and logistics arrangements for organizing the elections.

In addition, a delegation from the Ministry of Interior of Somalia was provided with comprehensive information on the Turkish demographic statistics system on 1-4 June 2015 to ensure that an effective and modern civil registry system is established in Somalia, where no census has been carried out since 1975.


	PSG2 – Security



Turkey attaches particular importance to the establishment of security and stability in Somalia.  Prosperity of Somalia is indispensable for the security and stability in the Horn of Africa as well as the wider region. 

In this regard, Turkey contributes to establishment of durable security in Somalia at bilateral level as well as multilateral level.

Turkey co-chairs with the USA the Security Working Group PSG2. There is close coordination between Turkey, the USA and Somalia Government in terms of security issues. 

Turkey has been participating with at least one frigate since 2009 in "Combined Task Force" (CTF-151), established to combat piracy off Somalia and in the Gulf of Aden. Turkey assumed the command of the CTF-151 four times, the last of which was in September-December 2015.

On the other hand, Turkey contributed 2 million US Dollars in total to AMISOM in 2009 and 2012 to ensure the improvement of the security environment in Somalia and an effective fight against Al-Shabaab.


	Priority: Strengthen the capacity and accountability of state security institutions to recover territory, stabilise and provide basic safety and security



Turkey, as a responsible member of the international community, attaches great importance to the restructuring and improving the capacity of security institutions in Somalia. It supports the plans and efforts of the Somali government in this direction.

	Police



Turkey trained a total of 144 members of the Somali Police Force between 2012 and 2015. This complies with the “Heegan Plan” for restructuring the Somali police force. Turkey also donated 500 uniforms to the Somali Police Forces.

In order to increase the Somali Polis Force’s institutional capacity, Turkish National Police received a delegation, led by Director General of Somali Police Forces, Mr. Mohamed Sheikh Hasan Hamud, between 10-14 January 2016. In the framework of this visit, the Departments of Special Operations, Counter-Terrorism and Intelligence of Turkish National Police gave briefings to the visiting delegation.

Turkish National Police also provided a training course on “Suicide Attacks and Prevention Strategies” to 24 personnel of the Somali Police Forces on 18-22 January 2016. 

In addition, Turkey is planning to improve the living conditions of the Somali police officers by providing financial assistance. Turkey is also considering of implementing a joint training program in collaboration with the EU and Japan, similar to that of implemented successfully for Afghan police forces. 

	Army



As for the development of the Somali army, The Turkish General Staff carries out a comprehensive project consistent with the Gulwade Plan. In this regard, the Turkish General Staff has started the construction of training centres and military academies in Mogadishu, where a Turkish Military Task Force will be providing training in accordance with the needs of the Somali Armed Forces. The "Anatolia-Somalia Joint Military Training Centre”, which will train both officers and non-commissioned officers, is expected to be operational in the second half of 2016.
 
Turkish Armed Forces has provided long term (10 months) training for 60 officers and 50 non-commissioned Somali officers, who returned to Somalia in July 2014 to resume their duties. A new badge of trainees, consisting of 85 officers and 38 non-commissioned officers were received in Turkey in November 2014 for a year-long training. Currently, there are 56 cadets receiving long-term training at military schools. For the years of 2016 and 2017, 278 cadets will be trained in Turkey.

In addition, 18 students, foreseen to become teachers in Somali War Academies, are now studying at Turkish universities. 3 Generals and 7 Colonels of the Somali Armed Forces received training as well in November 2013.

Under the Military and Financial Cooperation and Assistance Protocol signed between Turkey and Somalia, an aid in-kind, amounting to approximately 2 million 650 thousand US Dollars was provided for the purchase of goods and services of Somali National Army.

[bookmark: _GoBack]For the 2014 and 2015 financial years, the Turkish General Staff provided 20.7 million Turkish Liras (7 million USD) in total to Somalia in the field of security. 

Furthermore, an aid package, consisting of 32 thousand pairs of boots, camouflages and various equipment were provided to the Somali National Army in December 2014 for standardizing the uniforms of the SNA personnel. 150 fully equipped field tents, each for 8 people, were donated as well to the Somali Security Forces.

	Priority: Develop an effective maritime security strategy within the framework of the Maritime Resource and Security Strategy



4 unarmed coast guard boats were donated to the Somali Navy.









	PSG3 – Judiciary



Turkey believes that a sound legal framework, aligned with the international standards, addressing the main past and present grievances of Somali people is crucial for the reconciliation and peaceful co-existence of different segments of the Somali society. Therefore, Turkey shares its experiences with Somali justice institutions.

In this regard, upon the invitation of the Ministry of Justice of Somalia, a delegation of four officials from the Turkish Ministry of Justice paid a visit to Somalia on 7-10 April 2015. Within the framework of this visit, meetings were held with Somalia's Minister of Justice Mr. Abdullahi Ahmed Jama, the Advocate General Ahmed Ali Dahir and other senior judges, prosecutors and those responsible for prisons to assess the needs of justice institutions. Turkish delegation also paid a visit to Mogadishu Central Prison and Keydsaney Hospital, which is planned to be transformed into a prison. 

A Somali delegation, consisting of 15 senior judiciary members, participated in training and seminar programs on "Turkish Judicial System” at the Justice Academy of Turkey in January and November 2015. 

TIKA renovated and refurbished the Conference Hall of the Constitutional Council, which is to play a crucial role in the constitutional revision process.




	PSG4 - Economic Foundations



Turkey is maintaining its efforts to revitalize and strengthen the economy of Somalia, which deteriorated due to the environment of 20-years-long chaos and conflict in the country. In this framework, Turkey focuses its efforts to the key sectors that will offer job opportunities for especially to Somali youth. 

In addition, keeping in mind that the implementation of the Somali Compact will be completed at the end of 2016, the Turkish Ministry of Development has been in close contact with its Somali counterpart in order to prepare a long-term national development plan. The new plan is expected to reflect Somalia’s own priorities for the post-2016 period. The comprehensive plan will also pave the way for developing Somalia’s national statistical systems and enhancing the technical capacity of the country in the fields of economic and social development.

	Priority: Enhance the productivity of high priority sectors and related value chains



Turkey cooperates with the Somali Government to support economic sectors with high potential of growth and development, such as agriculture and fishery. Accordingly, the public and private Turkish bodies have been providing technical support to the relevant Somali institutions and organizations and carrying out comprehensive projects for capacity building in these areas as well.

In 2013, TIKA and the Humanitarian Relief Foundation (IHH), a Turkish humanitarian Non-Governmental Organization (NGO), constructed an agricultural school in Mogadishu. Becoming operational in the same year, the school provides training for over 200 people annually, mainly to the youth from the wider Mogadishu area, Shabelle and Juba regions. Experimental training is also provided in the agricultural school in line with the requests of the Faculties of Agriculture of both Benadir University and Plasma University in Somalia.

Additionally, IHH opened a Faculty of Agriculture in cooperation with Zamzam University.

A fishery school was built in Mogadishu by Hasene Foundation, a Turkish NGO. The School started receiving students in 2014.

The Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock of the Republic of Turkey provided training on "bovine and ovine animal diseases and treatment methods" to a delegation of 10 persons from the Somali Ministry of Agriculture in June 2012. 

Moreover, there are ongoing efforts to restore the levees of the Shebelle River, one of Somalia's two major rivers, together with irrigation channels connected to the river.



	Priority: Youth Employment



Turkey has been carrying out comprehensive projects aimed at youth and women employment and vocational training in Somalia within the Somali Compact.

Turkey pays special attention to the Somali women who were exposed to violence in the past. In this context, TIKA provided for about 100 women sewing courses within the framework of their rehabilitation and their reintegration into society. Moreover, a total of 100 sewing machines, 1000 fabric rolls, 1000 boxes of sewing thread and 200 scissors were donated. The trainees’ meals were also covered by TIKA during the courses. 

Doctors Worldwide, a Turkish NGO, in cooperation with Benadir University and TIKA opened a medical vocational school in Mogadishu in 2013. The School received 77 students for the 2013-2014 academic year in three departments including Nursing, Midwifery and Laboratory Technician and trained 143 students in 2014-2015 academic year.

Also in Mogadishu a nursing school was built with a capacity of 1,000 students within the premises of 200-bed modern hospital constructed by Turkey. The nursing school will soon start receiving students.

Turkish Red Crescent is building an industrial vocational high school in Banadir province in accordance with a protocol signed with the Somali Ministry of Education, Culture and Higher Education. The project is expected to be completed in 2016.

TIKA, in cooperation with the Somali General Directorate of Civil Aviation, is building a Civil Aviation Applied Training Centre in Mogadishu. This project aims at ensuring the necessary capacity in civil aviation in the country. The Centre will be operational in 2016. 

TIKA is building another vocational school in Hargeisa to provide training in areas such as construction, electricity, textile, plumbing, mechanics, and hairdressing. The centre is planned to be operational in 2016.

Another project of TIKA in Somaliland in the field of vocational training is the construction of the Galkayo Vocational Training Centre and the Centre for Youth and Sports. These projects involves the construction, furnishing of the Centres and the training of trainers. They are expected to be completed in 2016. 




	PSG5 - Revenues and Services



The most visible and comprehensive support of Turkey for Somalia is the investments in infrastructure and public services. By providing such support, Turkey aims at facilitating people's daily lives. In this regard, significant projects have been carried out to rehabilitate air and sea ports, which are the gates of the country to open up to the world. Basic municipal services are now also offered with the assistance of Turkish public institutions. 

	Priority: Increase the provision of equitable, accessible, and affordable social services



In order to increase access to certain public services, such as transportation, sheltering, health, food, sanitation and education, Turkey has been carrying out activities in Somalia within the framework of "Vision 2016" priorities of the Somali Government since 2011.

	Transportation



TIKA, in cooperation with the Directorate General of State Airports Authority, completed electronic modernization, security infrastructure and physical modification of Mogadishu’s Aden Abdulle Airport and ensured its suitability for international flights. In this regard, surrounding walls and wires were built around the airfield for the safety of take-offs and landings. The new terminal building was opened in March 2015.

The port of Mogadishu was rehabilitated. It is being operated by a Turkish company under a protocol signed with the Somali Government. 

The road, connecting the critical buildings and campuses such as the Presidential building and airport in Mogadishu, was paved by the Turkish Government. This 23-km-long road was also equipped with solar lighting system. 

A total of 49 pieces of construction vehicles, including trucks, bulldozers, graders, were donated to Somalia in August. These vehicles have been used for public infrastructure projects in Mogadishu.

	Health



The 200-bed Mogadishu Somalia-Turkey Training and Research Hospital (Recep Tayyip Erdogan Hospital), was built and all necessary equipment provided by Turkish Government. The hospital was inaugurated on 25 January 2015 with a ceremony, attended also by President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. The hospital is one of the most modern hospitals in the whole Horn of Africa region with its current capacity. The hospital is planned to run by Turkish and Somali committee of officials for five years. Following this period, it will be transferred to the Somali authorities.  

There are two other hospitals run by the Turkish non-governmental organizations, offering health services to the Somalis across the country.

Before those hospitals were built, the Turkish Ministry of Health established four field hospitals in Mogadishu and in its vicinity in 2011-2012. A total of 361 Turkish personnel provided health care services to approximately 350,000 people until June 2014. Along with the donations, including ambulances, power generators and medications, the Turkish Ministry of Health provided 16 million Dollars assistance until June 2014 in health sector. 

TIKA expanded the capacity of Berbera Hospital substantially, by renovating and refurbishing it. TİKA built additional premises for Galkayo Hospital, which is to be used as emergency department. Furthermore, TİKA donated five ambulances to five hospitals in Somaliland region.

	Water and Hygiene



TIKA has drilled a total of 37 water wells in Somalia since 2011 (including Somaliland). Potable and running water needs of about half a million people has been met through these projects.

Turkish Red Crescent established a medical disposal centre in March 2014 in order to ensure safe disposal of medical waste. This centre was transferred to the Municipality of Mogadishu in June 2015.
 
Turkish Red Crescent established a regular garbage collection system in Mogadishu. These two projects created employment for around 70 local staff.

	Sheltering



Turkish Red Crescent distributed tents to 3,175 families in Somalia. Thus, there has been a significant improvement in people's living conditions in IDP camps around Mogadishu. 

On the other hand, education services in Jazeera area, where IDPs living mostly in tents, constitutes a good example of cooperation between Somalia NGOs, Turkish Red Crescent and international organizations. In this regard, “Somalia Community Concern” gives lectures at the school in four classrooms built by UNICEF in the tent city and students' requirements are met by the Turkish Red Crescent.

The first playground after 1991 was built in Mogadishu again by the Turkish Red Crescent in the Jazeera Tent City. 

	Food



Turkish official institutions and civil society organizations have delivered more than 22,000 tons of humanitarian aid (pharmaceutical, food, hygiene products, etc.), which worth $50 million, to Somalia through 15 airline and 8 maritime transports since 2011. So far, more than 1 million people have benefited from this aid.

Also, mobile bakeries and mobile kitchens were built by the Turkish Red Crescent in the Jazeera Tent City. These bakeries and kitchens have distributed food to 3 hospitals, 4 disabled centres, 19 orphanages and a child rehabilitation centre, which in total hosts approximately 7,000 persons.

The waste bones pile, covering an areas of 10 acres the Jazeera Tent City, was cremated. The area then was rehabilitated and transformed into a football field for use of young people.

	Priority: Strengthen PFM (public finance management)



In order to help Somali Government to manage its daily functions, a direct budget aid was provided to Somalia in 2013 and 2014. 




	Capacity Building



Turkey attaches special importance to the capacity building of non-governmental organizations, as well as public and private institutions in Somalia. 

In this regard, Somalia receives the highest number of Turkish Government scholarships granted to the students from Sub-Saharan African countries. The number of Somali students currently receiving government scholarships as well as private funding in Turkey is approximately 2,000.

The Diplomatic Academy of Turkish Foreign Ministry has organized various training programs for Somali diplomats since 2014. In addition, a total of 10 diplomats both from Somalia and from Somaliland participated in a joint training, given by the Diplomatic Academy in March 2015 within the scope of confidence-building activities between the two parties. The next round of training program is planned to be held in March 2016.

The Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs provided training for 12 personnel of the Somali Foreign Ministry on information technologies as part of the cooperation between the two Ministries in this field. Communications system is currently being set up in some diplomatic missions of Somalia and infrastructure work for "data centre" in Mogadishu is underway.

TİKA renovated the Somali Foreign Ministry building. 

In addition, the personnel of the Somali Presidency was provided with protocol training in October 2013.

The Headquarters of Somali Congress of Trade Unions is being renovated by TIKA and HAK-İŞ.

A training programme was carried out in 2015 by Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality in coordination with Union of Turkish World Municipalities (TDBB) for capacity building of the municipalities in Somalia. In this context, local administrators of Mogadishu, especially along the northern region, participated in the programme.

The efforts of TIKA and TRT to establish a radio station at the Mogadishu University are ongoing. The radio station is to begin broadcasting in the near future. The broadcast is expected to make a significant contribution in informing the Somali people accurately on the developments in the country and in the world.




	Conclusion



Turkey's human oriented foreign policy is reflected best in Somalia in terms of Turkey’s engagement with African countries. Turkey expects that Somalia maintains and enhances the momentum that has been gained in the recent years. The momentous developments on the ground raises the hopes that Somalia, with the assistance of international community, will achieve the living standards that its people well deserve. Turkey is committed to increase its support and efforts to this end.

In this critical period when the future of Somalia is being shaped, Turkey will continue to stand by the people of Somalia.




Turkish Aid to Somalia and Sub-Saharan Africa
(million USD)

Rest of Sub-Sahran Africa	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	28.630000000000003	117.91000000000001	92.89	75.19	79.290000000000006	Somalia	2010	2011	2012	2013	2014	5.81	93.39	86.61	115.74000000000001	74.349999999999994	
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